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1:26  DELONG: Okay, the date is Wednesday, June 19th 2019, off-camera Courtney DeLong 
is currently speaking, and Meena [Minahil Khan] is taping, and we are in the home of 
Melba and Festers Taylor. Melba, would you introduce yourself to me please and state 
your name, place of birth and birth date? 
 
1:46  TAYLOR: Oh, I'm so pleased to meet you, I’m Melba Taylor, born April 3rd 1940. It's 
nice to meet you.  
 
2:00  DELONG: Oh, so first, would you tell me a little bit about your childhood? 
 
2:05  TAYLOR: Oh, I think I had a great childhood, I had a wonderful mother and father. My 
mother and father both were schoolteachers. My mother actually was a sub, but she 
worked a lot in the school. But she was a schoolteacher, and we came up knowing that it 
was important to have an education. I'm the second child of six. Two girls, two boys, and 
two girls-- so we are well-informed about being educated and how important it was for us 
to have an education.  
 
2:43  DELONG: And so, growing up-- you grew up in Tennessee-- what made you want to 
study in Mississippi for college? 
 
2:56  TAYLOR: Actually, the president-- the college at that time was about five years old, and 
the president of that college was actually from Gallatin, Tennessee-- a special friend of 
my parents. So when we grad-- my sister and I graduated the same year, I started school 
when I was five, so we went all the way through college together-- but when we finished 
high school, that was our graduation gift, because dad and the president was special 
friends. So we came to Mississippi Vocational College, and the out-of-state feed was our 
gift, so that's actually how we got to Mississippi. 
 
3:43  DELONG: And what was Mississippi Valley [State University, formerly Mississippi 
Vocational College] like? What did you study there? 
 
3:47  TAYLOR: Why did I stay? 
 
3:49  DELONG: Uh, what did you study, sorry. 
 
3:50  TAYLOR: Oh! What did I study, I'm so sorry. I studied home economics, general home 
economics, and I had a great subject there, it was not a vocational school-- it was a 
vocational school, but I studied home economics with the emphasis on clothing, However 
before I graduated, I had an opportunity to do my practice teaching with the Cooperative 
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Extension Service, so I ended up [with] that being my profession with the Cooperative 
Extension Service, so I had a lot of experience for each, Home Economics, Agriculture. 
 
4:37  DELONG: And when you were a student in college, what did you want to do after 
school? Did you know? 
 
4:43  TAYLOR: Yes, I always wanted to be a teacher-- because of my parents-- and I just 
knew that I would teach. And of course, my friends back home thought I was but go with 
music, but in a way was home economics. No, I always wanted to teach, but this gave me 
a great opportunity ,because of the kind of work that the Cooperate Extension Services 
does, and that gave me a great opportunity, so I still taught. 
 
5:13  DELONG: Can you tell me a little bit more-- I’m seeing around your house a piano, a 
plaque, could you tell me a little more about your relationship with music? 
 
5:20  TAYLOR: My family was musically inclined. My daddy loved music, he taught in the 
school. I really don’t know what you call it now, note music or whatever [laughs]. But, I 
bought-- we've always had a piano in our home, and that's just kind of what we know. My 
family sang, except my older sister, but we all sang, and they just... mom and dad just 
thought it was so wonderful, and at home if they were working or whatever I'd be on the 
piano, and they'd be playing the-- singing this song along. And I took music for several 
years, but not to major-- not to major in music, so this has just always been in the family. 
 
6:09:  KHAN: Sorry to interrupt, just one moment, Melba do you mind putting your glasses 
aside because some of that sound might get in-- it can be so distracting! If I had 
something, I’d play with it too. 
 
6:20  DELONG: And did you and Festers-- is Festers musical at all? 
 
6:24  TAYLOR: No [laughs]. 
 
6:25  DELONG: Did you guys do music with your children ever? 
 
6:28  TAYLOR: Yes, both of our children play instruments very well. Both of them can play 
the piano, and E flat saxophone-- both and played saxophone in high school and just won 
numerous awards-- I think they're great. 
 
6:48  DELONG: And do you think there is an important connection between music and 
education at all? 
 
6:53  TAYLOR: I do, because it’s an art that you can express yourself,  even your mode of 
feeling emotionally, and sometimes it just takes away for whatever-- I can come to the 
piano-- well actually I can hum-- but I can just take it out on the piano if I want to. But 
it’s just so soothing to know-- and a lot of that it heals whatever might be bothering-- 
when my mother was sick, my dad would play the piano, and he would just go to the 
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piano and it would just calm her so, and it was just so relaxing for us to see how that 
calmed her, so that's how I feel about music. 
 
7:35  DELONG: And so, now to go into a couple other questions-- and then we’ll pivot back 
some-- but, was there a lot of education at Allen Carver High School before the 
integration?   
 
7:48  TAYLOR: I think so. I remember, because I knew the music teacher-- she was a music 
major-- and they had choral music, and band, choir and she did individual-- I mean… 
Yes, individual teaching, piano stu-- piano students.  
 
8:09  DELONG: Can you tell me a little more about the music teacher you said? Like, what 
was her name, how old was she, how long was she at the school for? 
 
8:17  TAYLOR: Mildred Offer was a few years older than I, she was the principal's wife, but 
we also went to the same church, so that's how I knew her well. She played the organ and 
I played the piano on Sundays, so that's how I know her so well-- as well as I do. And she 
loved-- she loved the music, she loved it, and she taught numerous students in her class. 
And I think she-- she… well I don’t think, I know she was a librarian. 
 
8:55  DELONG: And did a lot of the students go to church with you guys as well? 
 
9:01  TAYLOR: A lot of the same teachers, yes. And that was because we lived near the 
church. We’d walk to church every Sunday, because we just-- it was no use passing a 
church by, and I guess that's why-- most of why we're there, but this school was near the 
church. 
 
9:23  DELONG: So, the church--- did the church play like a really-- so I guess-- sorry. So, do 
you feel like the church and the school together were both really important sites within 
the Charleston community.  
 
9:34  TAYLOR: Well, I know it was because the principal of the school attended-- he was also 
a Sunday school superintendent-- and church and school just sort of went together. You 
know, on Friday you just look forward to coming to Sunday school, and the students 
knew that they would see the teachers--- some of the teachers at church on Sunday, and 
that kept them looking forward to it. And they enjoyed it, it was great for them, it's not 
quite like that now. 
 
10:10  DELONG: Do you feel-- how do you feel like the integration effort in the 1970-- the 
1971 school year, and sort of the way that was set up, influenced the relationship between 
school and church and some of the community feelings between the students and the 
teachers? 
 
10:25  TAYLOR: I Don’t know, it may be a little more personal when they first integrated 
because it was-- oh, just, it was a training school even before we came I think they called 
it Johnson Training School. But there were no--- no white instructors, and my husband 
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was the first teacher that went over to the high school, once a week or whatever, to 
slowly integrate. But, by me working with the Missi-- Mississippi Cooperative Extension 
Service I had opportunity-- I just worked with everybody, you know, in connection with 
the business and economic places in town. I was automatically connected so... it was just-
- I had no individual problem, but we knew the problem that existed because of 
integration. You know, you didn't have keys to things or didn't have the same office, that 
sort of thing. 
 
11:35  DELONG: And what was exactly the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service? 
 
11:40  TAYLOR: the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service is the Agriculture and Home 
Economics of, um-- it came from the land-grant school, where the schools were made for 
agriculture and extension and it had all the different-- home economics, 4-H and 
agriculture, those were the three entities of the Mississippi Cooperative Extension 
Service. 
 
12:10  DELONG: And while working for them, what would a typical day look like for you? 
 
12:14  TAYLOR: A typical day well-- according of what time of year it was, when it was in the 
spring and summer, we did a lot of canning. We actually went into the homes and 
canned, and showed them how to preserve how to can. We’d make curtains, made picture 
frames, everything for--- that they could do anything to teach them. When I first started I 
began with the program called the Balanced Farming Home Program, and we just worked 
with those families that had farms and children, and oh, we canned-- that one family will 
can like 500 jars of vege-- I had never seen that much in my life and we actually we act-- 
I, actually that was my job, to actually work with them, with that family, and you would 
go in and visit them that day and spend whatever time-- whatever they needed help with, 
to show them-- I actually teached them-- we have---.  
 
13:27:  PHONE RINGS. KHAN: Do you mind if we pause for a moment? 
 
13:28  TAYLOR: [nods] 
 
13:30  DELONG: Sorry-- thank you, Festers! 
 
13:32  TAYLOR: [looks in the direction of the noise, presumably where Festers is heading. 
Turns back towards DELONG and camera, mumbles something about the phone.] I don’t 
like to be sitting, I’m nervous. 
 
13:41  DELONG: [overlapping with TAYLOR] You’re doing so well-- Amazing. What can we 
do to make you less nervous? 
 
13:45  TAYLOR: Nothing, can you cut out the st-- when I stumble? 
 
13:51  DELONG: Yea, and we’re also only shooting from here up, too.  
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13:55  KHAN: And when we transcribe we like… don’t put the stumbling in.  
 
13:59  TAYLOR: [in dialogue with KHAN’s explanation] Oh, ok… ok. because I'm used to 
being before a crowd or group or anything like that. When I first started I was real young 
because I graduated-- I actually started working before I graduated, they had an opening 
in the extension, so I was released from school to go back, and so when I graduated I was 
already working and had two weeks pay and had a car and I was so excited [smiles]. 
 
14:37  DELONG: So, was the extension program affiliated with the schools at all, or how did 
that work? 
 
14:42  TAYLOR: Yes. We actually went into the schools and did programs-- actually they were 
like 4-H clubs-- a 4-H club set up, and we would go in each classroom and do 
demonstrations-- programs with them. 
 
15:04  O/S FESTERS IS TALKING ON THE PHONE. DELONG: Sorry, one sec. We’re going 
to wait for the background noise...  
 
15:15  KHAN: Good to go again, you think, or wait one minute? 
 
15:17  TAYLOR: Or he can get off the phone-- He can get off the phone.  
 
15:25  KHAN LEAVES THE ROOM TO TALK TO FESTERS 
 
15:28  TAYLOR: We could cut the phone off. [Fusses over how her shirt is falling on her 
shoulders].  
 
15:30-16:15  DELONG AND KHAN FIGURE OUT LOGISTICS RE: SOUND WHILE 
TAYLOR SITS.  
 
16:16  KHAN: It doesn’t seem as though it’s registering. 
 
16:18  DELONG: It’s not registering? 
 
16:19  KHAN: Yea.  
 
16:20  DELONG: Okay, cool. So yea, tell me more about what-- what year did you start going 
into the schools to work with 4-H Club? 
 
16:28  TAYLOR: What year?  
 
16:30  DELONG: Mhm? 
 
 [TAYLOR pauses to think] 
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16:34  TAYLOR: Uh--1961. I graduated in 1961, and 4-H was going big then. I mean very big, 
it had parades, but they cut that out later on in the-- in the middle sixties. But you actually 
went into schools and had classroom 4-H, and then you also had clubs in the community. 
But I just worked a few years in 4-H, my assignment was actually with adults, so that's 
mostly what I did. But I did a lot of 4-H now, we had 4-- and then having a place to meet, 
we’d just meet on a person's front porch, and we've met out in a cotton field, just 
anywhere where the children would just come and gather. And we would already have 
little demonstrations ready to show them, and back in that day was like learning how to 
make a powder mi-- mi-- powdered milk, and that sort of thing, and making cocoa and 
doing those sort of things that--. Back in that there was a lot of commodities, you know, 
and so we did a lot of that, showing them how. And before my time they actually made 
mattresses and those th-- but I never made a mattress, I didn't know-- but they made they 
made the mattresses. 
 
18:04  DELONG: And during the 1970 school year, did you work in the schools at all, or were 
you mostly with adults that year? 
 
18:11  TAYLOR: I was not in the school.  
 
18:14  DELONG: What did-- what was the general community-- because you were working in 
the community a lot-- what did the community members that year tend to think about 
what was going on? 
 
18:25  TAYLOR: Um sever-- sev-- a lot of them were fearful, even some of the schoolteachers 
didn't-- their children were at that-- in high school and they didn't go to-- just, you know, 
they didn't go to school during that time. And…  they just kind of stayed, wondering 
what might happen next, it was just so exciting to see them being picked up-- and I don't 
know if I actually remember seeing them on and off the bus but the-- the community was 
quite frightened, and I don't know to what degree but, uh, they were just fearful, because 
nothing that happened... like that before, and by not-- me not being a Charlestonian if I 
should say, you know, from-- I’d just been here a few years, you know, just a few years, 
so it was still like me... getting adjusted here also. 
 
19:44  DELONG: And so, backtracking to some of the more personal questions if that’s okay 
with you. So you graduated college, and then did you come to Charleston right away? 
 
19:54  TAYLOR: No. I had a job offer in another county-- it was in Bolivar County-- and I 
worked that 27 months until the Home Economist here retired, so I moved up I was-- I 
took her place so… that I was able to get the get the job so-- because what-- I was not in 
training but I was an associate agent thing. 
 
20:32  DELONG: And you met Festers that year you said, right? 
 
20:36  TAYLOR: I think I've met him same year, you know, ‘cause we used to go to teacher’s 
meetings and and all that-- even though we were with the extension-- but we went we 
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went to the teachers meetings, just like the teachers-- sure did. Yes that's where I met 
him. 
 
20:58  DELONG: And did you guys date-- or how long did you guys date before you got 
married? 
 
21:04  TAYLOR: Probably, seriously, nine months-- probably. 
 
21:09  DELONG: And when did you get married? 
 
21:11  TAYLOR: We married in ‘65.  
 
21:15  DELONG: Can you tell me a little bit about your wedding? 
 
21:18  TAYLOR: Oh, I made my own wedding dress. I could show it to you [laughs]. 
 
21:22  DELONG: Oh, ya, we would love that after this! Ya that would be great.  
 
21:26  TAYLOR: I made my own wedding-- and at that t-- he loved to go to school, so he was 
in school that summer, and we-- I guess we dated all the year, he said, “When are we 
getting married,” and I said, “well when you get our school?” He said, “July 10th,” so I 
said oh, that’s our wedding day. But he left Jackson, came that Saturday, we got our 
license at the courthouse-- the courthouse won't open then, but they later knew me she 
helped-- we got out and went on to Gallatin, Tennessee, and my mother had made punch 
and cake [laughs]. They were all waiting when we got. We-- Meriden, in the living-- in 
my parents living room, and it was beautiful. We-- it was it was great, I was excited to 
make my own dress. Just a little brocade dress, but it was little and cute then. But, 
anyway, we-- and then we-- we made a home here in Charleston. And, ten years later, we 
had our first child, and five years later we had our second child. So, we think that'll just 
keep us younger longer. 
 
22:55  DELONG: What-- what are your kid’s names? 
 
22:58  TAYLOR: Leslie Eugenia, named up to her daddy, and Reginald Shaw-- he took part of 
my name, Shaw, my middle name is Shaw. We were so excited, you know, for our 
children-- and we are-- we're proud of them now. Leslie is a Professor at Southern 
[University] in Baton Rouge, she has a doctoral degree, she said it since ‘02… ‘05. 
Reginald lives in Brooklyn, New York, he is not married, but he's also a teacher, and they 
both-- I guess I thought they had to teach, but they enjoy it-- and both of them are very 
good teachers, they really-- we are so proud of them. Very good teachers. We have--- you 
want to know about my grandson [laughs]? Ethan will be 11 on July the 2nd, and he's our 
one and only grandson, but in a way-- that's the daughter’s son. We're looking forward to 
seeing him soon. 
 
24:21  DELONG:  And so, when your kids-- what year did they both graduate from high school? 
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24:29  TAYLOR: One graduated in ‘98, and the other one in-- four years later, Eugene [Festers 
Eugene Taylor, her husband]?  
 
24:35  FESTERS TAYLOR O/S: Yea. [TAYLOR laughs] 
 
24:36  DELONG: And what was their-- do you remember what was their high school 
experiences like and and what was it-- yea.  
 
24:43  TAYLOR: Both of them were valedictorian of their class, and they were very good in 
school. Leslie, she could really-- could excel in anything, she was she was good with 
science, or math, or... what, Eugene?  
 
25:05  F. TAYLOR O/S: Just anything, like you said. 
 
25:08  TAYLOR: You know she could excel in either-- you know in any-- in any subject, she 
was great. Both of our children loved music and like writing, they both loved that that 
kind of work. both of them started out in public policies-- public administration, that's 
their undergraduate. And… they did lots of voice work and band, that was-- they loved 
that, and they just-- right now they have all kinds of trophies and things that they-- that 
they received. But they enjoyed school, they enjoyed their teachers. For us-- we know 
they loved every one of their teachers, and they were-- they highly respected their 
teachers, and they enjoyed it, it was good. And they had a good community life, they they 
grew up in church, they were trained to go to church, and they they liked that, and they 
they participate in Sunday school, anything that church had-- and Leslie played for 
Sunday school till she went-- you know, went to school-- went to college.  
 
26:22  DELONG: And what was it like for you being a parent and a mom when they were in the 
school, was there like a big community, did all the parents sort of know each other was 
PTA a thing? 
 
26:34  TAYLOR: Yes, however to be honest I didn't volunteer a lot simply because their dad 
was with them in the high school, and the type of job that I had I could-- I was just out in 
the community anytime, I could be vigilant for them, so... and then--- they didn't really 
live that much in the neighborhood because we moved here, I say “in the country,” when 
my daughter was, like, four years old, so they didn't get to live in town, as we call it, that 
much, so they've always just caught sort out of free range life. And... we-- we're pretty 
well known in the community, and we kept our membership even in church after we left 
still there, so, they were in the community-- they participated in things, went, like I said, 
to a lot of band things and all the church and school things. So, they they knew how to 
socialize and get along, had no problems with that, that-- they enjoyed that. ‘Cause they 
learn to drive like, I guess, all the other students, so when they got in high school they 
could drive to school and they liked that. And, like I said, we were a little bit older than 
our children, so I retired a couple of years before the daughter graduated, so it just sort of 
made it perfect. They-- both of them chose Dillard University down in New Orleans for 
their undergraduate. So we went to New Orleans just any time for eight years straight, 
and when then-- we just-- they got out and got job, and both of them got their Masters, 
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Leslie got her doctorate, so they went school quite a bit. So, it just kind of worked out 
perfect. 
 
28:47  DELONG: And, if you don’t mind me asking, in 19-- so backtracking again to 1970-- so, 
do you feel like a lot of the events in 1970 and sort of what happened, did that at all affect 
your view of the school district when your kids were in school? Did you ever sort of 
think about it while they were in school, or not really? 
 
29:08  TAYLOR: I think not really, because by the time I'm sure were in school it was well-
integrated, and that was sort of all they knew. We would tell them things that we knew, 
and it was just like, “I just can't believe that.” And that's all they knew, so we didn't have 
any problems. And even-- you know, on my job, we were just like family. 
 
29:38  DELONG: How do you feel like the community changed from 1970 to when your kids 
went to school to allow this to happen?  
 
29:46  TAYLOR: Let's see, how-- I guess, well, slowly maybe, but surely. But because the 
teachers, I guess, because of the education, they were able to... get along maybe better 
with businesses and-- well just for an example, the service station: the teachers could if 
they wanted to they could get the gas and people at the end of the month. I guess I said 
like this: the other, like, business people trusted-- I think they gave more trust to the 
teachers than anybody, but it being the community, everybody knew everybody. I mean, 
they knew the cab drivers, they knew the man that cleaned up the courthouse, everybody 
just knew everybody, and, I don't know-- I don't-- I guess I don’t remember any specific-- 
specific problems because we just thought we’d do what we do, and we didn't live in fear, 
but you just did what you did and-- and not bother anybody. But it was certainly 
different. Like at the grocery store, if they wanted somebody to come in front of youm 
they just tell you to come on, they didn't take our groceries out, you know. But we had to 
go to the grocery store, but we did not personally fight about anything. We just knew that 
was-- that was our way of life, and I think we always thought that things would get better. 
That's-- that's how we felt about it. So we were never just on the sideline pushing against 
anything, even though we felt like things were not right and like I said we were not afraid 
but you just did what you knew was right. But, back again to the school teachers, they-- 
people knew them and the things that they did in the community, so it just, like, sort of 
everybody knew who was who. 
 
32:16  DELONG: And in terms of feeling like things did need to change, how did you feel and 
how did you find out the schools were going to integrate in 1970.  
 
32:26  TAYLOR: I don't know, I think just one day-- you know I really don't... remember, I just 
know one day I heard one of the teachers say, “the children can't go to school,” and their 
own children didn't go to school, but they had to-- the teachers felt like they had to go. 
And some of them had, you know, children then. and I don't think they went to school-- 
but I really really don't know a lot as far as-- I just don't know… 
 
33:05  DELONG: Yea, that’s okay. Do you know why they wouldn’t let the kids go?  




33:11  TAYLOR: That was out of fear. They didn't know what might happen to them or their 
family. 
 
33:21  DELONG: And if this is too personal you don’t have to answer, but were you ever 
worried about Festers being there. 
 
33:32  TAYLOR: No. I don't think so, because I-- I've always felt secure with him, and I just 
always knew that he couldn't handle himself. And at that time, I don't think we worried 
about guns or things, it’s just about people just threatening, saying what.. you won't do, 
or you'd better not do, you know, that sort of thing. But no, I don't think so. 
 
34:00  DELONG: Can I ask, also, who was doing the threatening? 
 
34:05  TAYLOR: I don’t know.  
 
34:06  DELONG: Okay. Was it students, or was it more-- do you know if it was parents or 
something? 
 
34:11  TAYLOR: Mm-mm. I really-- [unintelligible] but I don't think I know. 
 
34:15  DELONG: Okay. Ya, and so also just sort of thinking about that fear, during 1970, 
during school integration, did you feel like the community itself, like through your work 
being so active in the community, did things feel more tense at all or or not really? 
 
34:34  TAYLOR: Um, in a way they did, you know. You would sometimes wonder should I-- 
should I go in this store if we were-- I think the biggest thing, cuz I travel a lot on the 
highway, I didn't necessarily-- well I did travel a lot by myself. But the sheriff or the 
police would just stop you if they wanted to, you know if you want-- I know I was 
stopped one time and well he said, “I didn't slow down, I didn't stop,” whatever it was, 
but I couldn't argue back with-- you know, I was afraid to argue back with him, I didn't, 
and I did pay the ticket, I think I was like 18 dollars, he said, “you can go against it if you 
want to,” but I didn't. You know, I didn't want to always be threatened, well I wasn't 
threatened, but I'm just saying things like that-- and when you went through the little 
towns or whatever, you just carefully went through, and at that time we had-- you know 
you on the highway there were no parks or things which stop for the bathroom, you just 
had to go, so you were very careful about-- I really think that was the biggest thing-- the 
Highway Patrol's and police's, ‘cause that was the biggest fear that I-- that, you know, we 
had, traveling even our-- my husband and I, just traveling up to Jackson, going back to 
his home, you would have cars just to pull up to look over just-- just run right beside you-
- we always thought we kept a nice car, and I mean we would just-- they would do little 
things like that. I was not as used to it as he was, but anyway, those are the little things 
that were fearful. 
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36:53  DELONG: And so, we've heard a lot from people we've interviewed about the arrest of 
125 black high schoolers and middle schoolers who were protesting, and that being really 
scary for a lot of people do you remember that? 
 
37:08  TAYLOR: I do remember it and I remember them telling me, yeah. But I just don't know 
why I can't-- but I didn't go to the schools, I don't remember seeing them on the bus or 
anything. But you always gotta news, you know they're police they uptown-- making the 
children get on the bus, and then we would hear about them, that night-- I don't know 
somebody with you, “You know they're-- they came the Parchman, they stayed 20 days, 
even they were in there for Thanksgiving. You know they just didn't let the children out, 
and I don't remember when and why that-- we were just glad we didn't hear it anymore, 
and actually from that I don't know. 
 
38:03  DELONG: How did you feel when you heard about that?  
 
38:07  TAYLOR: Just a lot of questions. Like, why and-- why was it necessary, and also 
wondered how it was gonna affect the children. You need to be in school, and that was 
the biggest thing, because a lot of times [after] things like that, the children will never go 
back to school-- wouldn't ever go back to school, and I'm sure there were some that never 
finished school, simply because of the incident. 
 
38:44  DELONG: And do you know anything at all about the sheriff who put them away? Or 
no? 
 
38:53  TAYLOR: [Thinks] Um... I’m about to get his name-- Eugene, what’s the sheriff's 
name?  
 
39:04  F. TAYLOR O/S: I can’t-- I don’t recall.  
 
39:07  TAYLOR: I’ll think in a minute. But I knew him well. I mean I knew him well because 
his office was uptown. Oh I almost got his name cuz I-- cuz I asked-- I said, “I'm 
travelling, I need my gun, can I have a permit?” He said, “Just tell him I told you to take 
it.” [laughs] Eugene, what’s his name?  
 
39:38  F. TAYLOR O/S: As well as I know I can’t recall. 
 
39:42  DELONG: I can look it up if you need. But-- 
 
39:44  TAYLOR: [interrupting DELONG] Sheriff… Ooh wee, it almost came… [thinks] 
 
39:55  DELONG: Was he generally, like, a nice guy, or was he someone who you didn’t want to 
have to deal with if you didn’t have to, if you don’t mind me asking? 
 
40:03  TAYLOR: Well, far as I'm concerned it did-- 
 
40:06  F. TAYLOR O/S: Alec Dogan. 




40:07  TAYLOR: [pointing to F. TAYLOR in recognition] Alec Dogan. [whispers to self] Alec 
Dogan. [to DELONG] I... I said “I'm traveling I need-- what-- could I have a permit?” He 
said, “Just tell them Alec Dogan said you take your gun.” So I didn't get a permit. But-- I 
mean I could talk-- but I never thought-- about see I'm good at following the law, if it's a 
stop sign, I'm going to stop, and whatever speed them said-- I never thought about just 
running into things like that, and I'll-- the Extension Office, and superintendent's office, 
sheriff and all the-- that's the entity of the city. So, you know if you needed anything, you 
just-- you just did that, you didn't think anything about it. But I was-- it was never not 
being afraid-- you know, doing what I-- you know, need to do, but now I never felt, like, 
threatened, no, we couldn't, you know, we couldn't do-- do anything. 
 
41:27  DELONG: So, did you know Ms. Lucy as well? 
 
41:31  TAYLOR: I did.  
 
41:33  DELONG: Could you tell me a little about when you sort of first met her and how you 
got to know her? 
 
41:39  TAYLOR: When I first came to Charleston, the-- my coworker just introduced me to 
everybody and I knew her. She was a beautician, that's how I really first met her. But 
then she got involved in the civil rights, she was the president of the NAACP, and she 
just got involved in everything. [DELONG attempts a question, but TAYLOR is not 
finished, continues] And she was really a community activist, she was-- she was not 
afraid of anything to say or do. But, she did a lot of things for her County, and she just 
went all out-- you know, went all out for it. But she was quite an activist for this County. 
Yes I do remember her when I first came. And I guess I'll always remember her. 
 
42:41  DELONG: So did you meet-- you said she was a beautician, so, how did you meet her? 
 
42:48  TAYLOR: It's like, when I first came to the County, my coworker, Robert Boom, he just 
kept me around to everybody. And then, where I stayed it was just-- I could just look 
down her front door. We were just neighbors-- we would just neighbors, so we would see 
each other, you know, in the yards. We did not go to the same church but then, you know, 
I still I knew-- I knew her from her church work, being a beautician, and working in the 
offices and things. Mhm. 
 
43:33  DELONG: And did you ever hear about her involvement in the 1970 protests? 
 
43:42  TAYLOR: Yes. I mean, I just knew that she was going to take up... or stand up... for 
whatever she thought was right. Being mistreated, things that she saw that was not right, 
she would be glad to speak about it. And she was-- she was not afraid to to do that, and 
she would approach anybody, it just didn't matter. But she she had her act together, I 
mean, she knew what she was she was doing, and it really took that-- that kind of person, 
it was really good that-- it was it was that person to do what was done. I think-- and I 
know it made it a better County, because of the work that she did. Back in back in the 
This transcript is hereby made available for research purposes only           Melba Taylor | 13 
 
 
sixties they had those different government programs that come in, she would see that, 
uh, people have jobs, Headstart and all things like that come in. 
 
44:56  DELONG: And do you know anything about-- I think she at one point worked with 
Martin Luther King, or something, and he led a march here? 
 
45:05  TAYLOR: I don’t remember much about it…    
 
45:07  DELONG: Yea. Was there anything in particular she ever did that made you feel inspired 
or particularly moved? 
 
45:19  TAYLOR: I guess the main thing-- now she always pushed education, and she wanted 
everybody to have equal rights and she talked a lot about that children-- youth growing 
up to be good citizens in their community, and being somebody that helped their 
community grow… and she pushed education. Anything that she could help with the 
student or the opportunity that they could do, she-- she did that. 
 
46:00  DELONG: And is there anyone else in the community that you can think of that stands 





46:16  TAYLOR: I don't guess so-- none more than just…  the teachers, and so many of them 
are no longer here, that really influenced us. We were young when we came and some of 
the older teachers they were just amazing, and had they nurtured the children, even in 
church and even in Sunday school, they were just…  more like nurtures. And they really 
wanted you to learn. Several those teachers would bring the students home, and keep 
them on the weekend and help them read, and teach them a lot of personal things, which I 
thought was great. 
 
46:58  DELONG: And if you don’t mind me asking, are you talking about teachers mostly at 
Allen Carver right now, or also Charleston, or…? 
 
47:05  TAYLOR: Ya they were at Allen Carver, mhmm.  
 
47:09  DELONG: And when you were working with 4-H, were you working at Allen Carver 
and Charleston, or just Allen Carver?  
 
47:15  TAYLOR: All over the county-- Tallahatchie County.  
 
47:18  DELONG: So-- 
 
47:19  TAYLOR: [interrupting DELONG] All-- both schools, all the schools. Oh, let's see, how 
many schools are we having… Ooh [thinks]. I’d have to look on something, but we went 
to every school and I worked with the students. But it was-- it's so much different now, 
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they've changed it since integration-- Well it was that then, but we-- this was a counter-
position, we were  out to every community that we worked in. And of course, my first 
assignment was predominantly-- we were just all black, just one-- one race, because we 
were, you know, divided into the White race and the Black race, and my assignment was 
with my people, and you, with your people. But, I forgot, my dear, now, that the 
Extension Service integrated, and things were just different, but we just came together. 
Indeed in our County was one of the great counties, that never had a problem on the 
book. We-- I had a great relationship, and I still do, with my coworkers, I really do. 
 
48:48  DELONG: So-- if you don’t mind me asking, if this isn’t too sensitive-- so if the 
Extension Service integrated before the school district, or was it after? 
 
48:58  TAYLOR: Uh-uh.  
 
49:00  DELONG: Okay, and can you just tell me a little bit about, like, walking down the halls 
of Allen Carver: what did it look like, what did it feel like? 
 
49:12  TAYLOR:  As a teacher? 
 
49:15  DELONG: Yeah, just like, people going in for the Extension Service, like, can you tell 
me about, like, the physical place itself? 
 
49:12  TAYLOR: Um, it was very-- um…  Ah, let's see... It was quite different-- it was quite-- 
I’m trying to see which word...  not constructive, some kind of “-structive” I wanna say… 
Structured I guess... The teachers knew their assignments, they knew we were coming, 
and we-- we were always welcome. They were highly respected us because we were 
coming in teaching something, and they respected us. Like I said, it was quite structured. 
The principal knew we were coming in-- we had certain days to come in-- and we were 
always welcome, and they knew that we would have-- we had no problems with them, we 
could meet us room to room, or we could even meet just in the gym with all of them. And 
we didn't-- I don't know that it-- that you'd thought you felt indifferent, you knew that 
would be a good day for you, you enjoyed going on the job that day. But it was not like it 
was just something we thought we had to do need to do, you look forward to it, and they 
look forward to it between the time, you know-- “Do you have to wait and come back 
next month?” But that was the time that I-- you know, allowed us to come in. And that 
time, they tried to get in as much teaching as they could. But-- and we had no different 
problem with the children. You got some children like to have fun, but then you know 
how to-- how to handle them. But it was-- it was just…  time that we look forward to 
going into the school. And I just went a few years, because my assignment changed. 
 
51:37  DELONG: And, so, what cau-- this is so weird, but, like, can you describe just, like 
physically, what did a classroom in the school look like. Like were the kids at tables or at 
desks? 
  
51:48  TAYLOR: They were at desks. The teacher was at the head of the room, at a blackboard. 
Everybody had a desk. Not too many books. And they would sit there with a pencil, you 
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know, waiting to take notes up of whatever, and...  the schools, all the schools, had a 
cafeteria, everybody's going into the cafeteria. They had tables, and-- they had individual 
little stools made on those tables, and the… the teachers ate with the children, and they 
went class by class. But very seldom would we, you know, go and-- we would just do 
what we had to do and leave. 
 
52:49  DELONG: Do you know what-- did the people buy lunch at school, or did they bring 
their own lunches? 
 
52:55  TAYLOR: No, they had lunch at school. A few of the children might have brought 
lunches. 
 
53:02  DELONG: Do you know what was a typical school lunch at all? 
 
53:05  TAYLOR: Mm-mm. I really don't know. 
 
53:11  DELONG: And thinking about Allen Carver again, what did you ever-- did people ever 
complain that they were underfunded compared to Charleston at all? 
 
53:26  TAYLOR: Not that I can remember. I just was not that connected, you know, I was just-- 
not that connected. The principal offered-- at that time was very good at..  pretty well of 
getting things that he'd need, he was highly respected, and. you know. I don't know that I 
remember ever not… no, I wouldn’t.  
 
53:58  DELONG: And the other thing I just wanted to ask was, was there a group of people 
working for the Extension at Charleston as well, or was it a program unique to Allen 
Carver? ‘Cause you said you were all over the county.  
 
54:14  TAYLOR: No, it was-- that was just one of our-- we had classroom, four each, 
classrooms, and that's how we-- we work with certain grades, maybe fourth, fifth, and 
six, because the children were 9 to 16 to 17. 
 
54:41 DELONG: And so, just starting to wrap up a bit, I guess, to just ask some more general 
questions. So what-- you moved to Charleston and you chose to stay here. What about 
Charleston made you want to stay? 
 
54:55  TAYLOR: I enjoyed my job. I mean, I liked Extension and that's why I came, because I 
had worked in another County as an associate agent, so this was a move up for me. I 
mean this was-- I mean-- anyway 
 
55:15  DELONG: And now that you’ve been here a while, what makes Charleston feel like 
home to you? 
 
55:21  TAYLOR: I think it feels like home simply because this is where I made my living, I 
made my friends, I made my family, and, even just moving out to the community, I just 
feel a part, I just feel a part of it. Because…  I went to college when I was 17, so I got out 
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young, and I've just always been nurtured, I guess because when I-- very much nurtured, 
the lady with whom I stayed was just like-- I mean,  just took care of-- just didn't-- it was 
just great. And my husband was wonderful to take-- we just-- we just always been a 
family, I've always felt secure. And, I guess the main thing-- we've really hope and pray 
that we’ve made a contribution to our community, just by us working and staying here, 
and making a living and being a part of community, and I'll children being a part of it, 
and trying to give back. Hopefully, that's worth the time. We-- so we learned to love the 
people in our community. So we hadn't even thought about leaving. So, hopefully we 
made a contribution ourselves to the community. And, like I said, we've had a good job, 
we've had friends and been well taken care of, and... I guess not suffered, we've done 
well. 
 
57:05  DELONG: And, since you came here in 1961, what do you think has changed notably 
about the town. 
 
57:12  TAYLOR: Okay, came here ‘63-- 
 
57:14  DELONG: ‘63, sorry. I heard it as soon as I said it, sorry.  
 
57:15  TAYLOR: [overlapping with DELONG] I graduated in ‘61 I-- Yes, alright, I worked a 
little, over a couple of years before I moved to this County. Um we've seen a lot of 
businesses go and come. My main lost store was Ben Franklin 5 and 10. [Unintelligible] 
no you'd have to read about that, but you could just get anything you wanted there in a 
little thing, and… now we have a lot of eating places here, and that's changed. And then 
lately, cuz we have a new thing where the community is taking over and the community 
is coming in and work, you know with the whole city make-- making things better. But I 
guess the biggest thing thats changed is people and families, and people moving, and 
people having better homes and…  people having their own businesses, and a lot of 
businesses and things closer to town. But when I came here was just like a lot of 
farmland, if you were on the highway it was just houses all the way down. It was 
probably seven or some some schools in the whole County-- you know, little 
neighborhood school, but I didn't know anything about-- ain't no-- I think that was 
before-- before my time.  
 
58:56  DELONG: And is there anything else you think you want to say, or that you think is 
noteworthy related to anything else--  
 
59:03  TAYLOR: [interrupting DELONG] No I commend you of even-- but you know we had 
discussed this-- I mean a while back, something came up about the young people going to 
Parchman, and when you called we thought, “Wow, this is really great.” I think it's nice 
that you even want to learn about it or study about it, and I just hope whatever you do 
with your future It’ll be great. 
 
59:26  DELONG: Thank you! Thank you so much. Alright, I think I’m going to hit “stop 
recording” if that’s okay with everyone? As I hit the camera and shake it— 
[End of Interview]  
